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View the Latest on Health IT from ASTP: https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/ 

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/


ASTP Blog
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Read Full Post: https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/tefca/tefca-government-benefits-determination-implementation-is-here 
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TEFCA Highlighted at November Industry Meeting
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TEFCA RCE Updates
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Meet the QHINS

Learn More: https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/designated-qhins/

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/designated-qhins/
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/designated-qhins/
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/designated-qhins/
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Oracle Health Information Network, Inc., a Designated QHIN

Congratulations 

Oracle Health Information Network, Inc., 

on QHIN Designation!



TEFCA Exchange Basics
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TEFCA Components

Need the basics? Check out the TEFCA Guide: 

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/TEFCA-Guide-September-2024_508.pdf 
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ASTP defines overall policy and certain governance requirements 

RCE provides oversight and governing approach for the Qualified Health Information Networks 

(QHINs)

QHINs connect directly to each other to facilitate nationwide interoperability

Each QHIN connects Participants, which connect Subparticipants

Participants and Subparticipants connect to each other through TEFCA Exchange

• Participants contract directly with a QHIN and may choose to also provide connectivity to others 

(Subparticipants), creating an expanded network of networks

• Participants and Subparticipants sign the same Terms of Participation and can generally 

participate in TEFCA Exchange in the same manner

Exchange Under TEFCA



TEFCA Topics in Change 

Management
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TEFCA Topics in Change Management

Stay Informed with Updates!
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/tefca-topics-in-change-management/
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Recent Updates

Subscribe for Updates!
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/tefca-topics-in-change-management/
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Drafts Coming Soon to the RCE Topics in Change 

Management Website

Health Care Operations (HCO) XP Implementation SOP Version 2.0
• Applicability: QHINs, Participants, Subparticipants

• Most Current Version: Version 1.1, published April 2025

Treatment XP Implementation SOP Version 1.2
• Applicability: QHINs, Participants, Subparticipants

• Most Current Version : Version 1.1, published November 2024

Individual Access Services (IAS) Provider Requirements SOP Version 2.1
• Applicability: QHINs, Participants, or Subparticipants that offer Individual Access Services (IAS Providers) 

• Most Current Version: Version 2.0, published June 2024

Exchange Purposes (XPs) SOP Version 5.0
• Applicability: QHINs, Participants, and Subparticipants

• Most Current Version : Version 4.1, Published December 4, 2025



Government Benefits 

Determination SOP Version 1.0
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Government Benefits Determination Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and 

QHIN Technical Framework (QTF) Published! 

• The Government Benefits Determination SOP Version 1.0 supports the use case for sharing clinical 

information with the Social Security Administration (SSA) for disability benefits determination and 

identifies implementation specifications that QHINs, Participants, and Subparticipants must follow when 

asserting the Government Benefits Determination (GBD) Exchange Purpose (XP), including the Social 

Security Determination (SSD) sub-Exchange Purpose (sub-XP).

• The Exchange Purposes SOP Version 4.1 includes updates that support the GBD XP SOP by 

defining the XP Code for Government Benefits Determination (T-GOVDTRM) and its sub-exchange 

purpose codes for Social Security Determination (T-GOVDTRM-SSD) and the Access Consent Policy 

(T-GOVDTRM-ACP), specifying which requests require a response, who is obligated to respond, and 

any exceptions to those response requirements.

• The QTF Version 2.1 includes enhancements to directed query, among other updates, to directly 

support implementation of the GBD XP SOP.
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Government Benefits Determination XP SOP

• Government Benefits Determination XP (T-GOVDTRM): Allows government entities at the 

federal, state, local, or tribal level to determine an Individual’s eligibility for non-healthcare 

government benefits (e.g., Social Security disability benefits), in accordance with Applicable 

Law.

• The Social Security Determination XP (T-GOVDTRM-SSD): Enables the Social Security 

Administration (SSA) to query and retrieve medical records to support two programs that 

provide benefits based on disability: the Social Security Disability Insurance program (title II of 

the Social Security Act (Act)) and the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program (title XVI of 

the Act). 

Only the SSA is permitted to Query under the specific SSD sub-XP Code but QHINs, Participants, and 

Subparticipants that are eligible to initiate requests in support of Government Benefits Determinations may assert 

the general GBD XP for other allowable GBD purposes, provided the requirements in this SOP are met.
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Authorized XP XP Code
Summary of Responding Node Response Obligations and Ability to Charge Fees pursuant to Section 18.3 of the Common 
Agreement for an XP Code

Treatment T-TREAT
• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond.

• No QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

TEFCA Required 

Treatment
T-TRTMNT

• All Responding Nodes MUST Respond. 

• No QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Payment T-PYMNT
• All Responding Nodes MAY Respond.

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Health Care Operations T-HCO
• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond.

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Care 

Coordination/Case 

Management
T-HCO-CC

• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond. 

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

HEDIS Reporting T-HCO-HED
• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond. 2

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Quality Measure 

Reporting
T-HCO-QM

• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond. 2 

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Public Health T-PH
• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond.

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Electronic Case 

Reporting
T-PH-ECR

• There are no Queries using this XP Code. It is message delivery/push-only.

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Electronic Lab 

Reporting
T-PH-ELR

• There are no Queries using this XP Code. It is message delivery/push-only.

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Individual Access Services T-IAS
• All Responding Nodes MUST Respond.

• No QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Government Benefits 

Determination
T-GOVDTRM

• All Responding Nodes SHOULD Respond.

• A QHIN, Participant, or Subparticipant operating a Responding Node may charge fees to the Initiating Node for Responding.

Social Security 

Determination
T-GOVDTRM-SSD

• Any Responding Node that has elected to use T-GOVDTRM-SSD and completed pre-coordination with SSA MUST Respond. 

• SSA may compensate Responding Nodes in accordance with Applicable Law. 

Access Consent 

Policy
T-GOVDTRM-ACP • Queries using this XP are only performed in conjunction with T-GOVDTRM-SSD.

[1]More details on Query and Response obligations are in the respective authorized XP Implementation SOPs, if an XP Implementation SOP has been created. The Response Obligations described in Table 1 apply to Queries that contain the 
information specified in the XP Implementation SOP, and all Responses must be in accordance with the Framework Agreements and Applicable Law.
[2] Eighteen (18) months following the initial publication date (August 6, 2024) of the XP Implementation SOP: Health Care Operations, Responding Nodes MUST Respond to Queries that contain the information specified in that SOP, in accordance 
with the Common Agreement and Applicable Law.
[3] As per 75 FR 1446 Rate of Payment for Medical Records Received Through Health Information Technology (IT) Necessary To Make Disability Determinations, the Fees paid by the SSA for this use case are statutorily pre-determined. Sources 
responding to requests from the SSA shall be paid the fees outlined in 75 CFR 1446. This notice may be updated from time to time by the Social Security Administration. This SOP does not modify the payments as outlined in 75 FR 1446 and does 
not interfere with fees or revenue sharing of fees between a responding Participant, Subparticipant or their QHIN. https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2010/01/11/2010-225/rate-of-payment-for-medical-records-received-through-health-
information-technology-it-necessary-to
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July 7 – July 28, 2025

QTF Version 2.1 released for public feedback

23

Timeline of Recently Published Documents

Aug 18 – Sep 17, 2025

Government Benefits Determination SOP Version 

2.0, Exchange Purposes SOP Version 4.1 released 

for public feedback

Sep – Oct 2025

Updated redlined SOPs shared on the TEFCA 

Topics in Change Management web page

Oct – Nov 2025

QHIN and Participant/Subparticipant Caucus vote to 

approve final versions

Dec 4, 2025

Effective date for Government Benefits 

Determination SOP Version 2.0 & Exchange 

Purposes SOP Version 4.1, QTF Version 2.1



Educational Resources
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All Events Registration and Recordings: 

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/community-engagement/ 

Next RCE Monthly 

Information Call
January 20, 2026|12:00-1:00pm ET

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/tefca-and-rce-resources/

Additional Resources:  

https://www.healthit.gov/tefca

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/community-engagement/
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/community-engagement/
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/community-engagement/
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https://www.healthit.gov/tefca
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TEFCA Glossary

The TEFCA glossary is designed to be a helpful, 

user-friendly companion resource, created to 

support learning, enhance understanding, and 

make it easier to navigate key terminology within 

the Framework Agreements. 

While we strive to keep this information clear, 

accessible, and accurate, it is offered for 

educational and informational purposes only.

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/TEFCA-Glossary_Dec-2025-Update_final.pdf 
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TEFCA Topics in Change Management

Stay Informed with Updates by Subscribing to Updates!
https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/tefca-topics-in-change-management/
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Questions & 

Answers

For more information:  

rce.sequoiaproject.org
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